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NATIONAL MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE,
MEMORIAL DAY, 2000—OBSERVANCE

Whereas the preservation of basic freedoms and world peace has
always been a valued objective of this nation;

Whereas thousands of American men and women have selflessly
given their lives in service as peacemakers and peacekeepers;

Whereas greater strides should be made to demonstrate apprecia-
tion for these loyal Americans and the ultimate sacrifice they
each made;

Whereas Memorial Day is an appropriate day to remember Amer-
ican heroes by inviting the people of the United States to honor
these heroes at a designated time;

Whereas Memorial Day needs to be made relevant to both present
and future generations of Americans; and

Whereas a National Moment of Remembrance each Memorial Day
at 3:00 p.m., local time, would provide the people of the United
States an opportunity to participate in a symbolic act of American
unity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concur-
ring), That the Congress—

(1) calls on the people of the United States to observe
a National Moment of Remembrance to honor the men and
women of the United States who died in the pursuit of freedom
and peace; and

(2) requests that the President issue a proclamation calling
on the people of the United States to observe such a National
Moment of Remembrance.

Agreed to May 25, 2000.

ADJOURNMENT—HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AND SENATE

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),
That when the House adjourns on the legislative day of Thursday,
May 25, 2000, or Friday, May 26, 2000, on a motion offered pursuant
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader or his designee,
it stand adjourned until 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 6, 2000,
for morning-hour debate, or until noon on the second day after
Members are notified to reassemble pursuant to section 2 of this
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs first; and that when the
Senate recesses or adjourns at the close of business on Thursday,
May 25, 2000, Friday, May 26, 2000, Saturday, May 27, 2000,
or Sunday, May 28, 2000, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader or his designee, it
stand recessed or adjourned until noon on Monday, June 5, 2000,
or Tuesday, June 6, 2000, as may be specified by its Majority
Leader or his designee in the motion to recess or adjourn, or
at such other time on that day as may be specified by its Majority
Leader or his designee in the motion, or until noon on the second
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day after Members are notified to reassemble pursuant to section
2 of this concurrent resolution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the Majority Leader of
the Senate, acting jointly after consultation wi e Minorit
Leader of the House and the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall
notify the Members of the House and the Senate, respectively,
to reasr:qrtnble whenever, in their opinion, the public interest shall
warrant 1t.

Agreed to May 25, 2000.

INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION—HAUGE June 23, 2000
CONVENTION COMPLIANCE [H. Con. Res.293]

Whereas the Degartment of State reports that at any given time
there are 1,000 open cases of American children either abducted
from the United States or wrongfully retained in a foreign coun-
try;

Whereas many more cases of international child abductions are
not reported to the Department of State;

Whereas the situation has worsened since 1993, when Congress
estimated the number of American children abducted from the
United States and wrongfully retained in foreign countries to
be more than 10,000;

Whereas Congress has recognized the gravity of international child
abduction in enacting the International Parental Kidnapping
Crime Act of 1993 (18 U.S.C. 1204), the Parental Kidnapping
Prevention Act (28 U.S.C. 1738a), and substantial reform an
reporting requirements for the Department of State in the fiscal
iec:rs 1998-1999 and 2000-2001 Foreign Relations Authorization

85

Whereas the United States became a contracting party in 1988
to the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects ofp International
Child Abduction (in this concurrent resolution referred to as
the “Hague Convention”) and adopted effective implementing
legislation in the International Child Abduction Remedies Act
(4%1U.S.C. 11601 et seq.);

Whereas the Hague Convention establishes mutual rights and
duties between and among its contracting states to expedite the
return of children to the state of their habitual residence, as
well as to ensure that rights of custody and of access under
the laws of one contracting state are effectively respected in
other contracting states, without consideration of the merits of
any underlying child custody dispute;

Whereas article 13 of the Hague Convention provides a narrow
exception to the requirement for prompt return of children, which
exception releases the requested state from its obligation to return
a child to the country of the child’s habitual residence if it
is established that there is a “grave risk” that the return would
expose the child to “physical or psychological harm or otherwise
place the child in an intolerable situation” or “if the child objects
to being returned and has attained an age and degree of maturity
at which it is appropriate to take account of the child’s views”;
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